DIVINE INFANT OF PRAGUE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD 29th NOVEMBER 2011 ---- SUMMARY OF MINUTES

MATTERS ARISING:   There were no matters arising.

CHAIR PERSON’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Councillors were thanked for their effort and support during the past three year term of the Council. As with most members, the Chair (Mary Allsop) is standing down after this meeting.

NEW PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:  Father Anthony thanked Mary Allsop for her many years of commitment to the P.P.C.

Father gave thanks to Helga Rawley for being the backbone of the Hall operation, adding that it was not possible to completely replace Helga. This would cause a loss of income from the Hall due to the loss of casual bookings as no one was now available to open and close the Hall for these events.

REPORTS FROM PARISH GROUPS:

FAITH SHAIRING:-  Our lent course meetings will be held on a Thursday and we need a second leader from the Catholic side.

The Divine Infant is hosting the introductory meeting (pancake night), however the venue may be at SS. Peter and Paul, Syston.

The Children’s Liturgy still has only three teaching groups. Unfortunately the last group of volunteers did not work out.

PLANNING AND COMMUNICATION:-  Father Anthony attended the launch of the “ Living Stones “ initiative. Brendan Campbell may be willing to take leadership for Sileby and Syston. The Deanery may propose guidelines for the Parishes.

The new dean is Father Colin Patey,  Parish Priest of Coalville.

LITURGY AND PRAYER:-   The group requires more people so that more things could be investigated and tried out. A notice is to be put in the weekly Bulletin calling for more volunteers to join the group. Ways of coordinating the Liturgy and music of Saturday evening and Sunday Mass’s is to be investigated.

HALL MANAGEMENT:-    Helga Rawley reported for the last time before stepping down.

The Hall meeting room extension and new toilet block were completed earlier in the year and have been successful. There have been 57 functions booked in the year and 3 Blood Donor sessions in addition to the regular users. The Hall is financially sound, however weekend bookings have to be suspended until someone comes forward to take on a caretaker duty.

BUILDINGS AND MAINTENANCE:-         No report submitted

FINANCE:-   There has been a slight increase in Gift Aid boxes and Tax rebate. It is not possible to give an exact split between the cost of services for the Church and Hall. The Parish is presently financially sound.

SCHOOL GOVERNORS:-  Staffing problems have caused a few problems, also there have been major changes in the Board of Governors with several new faces. The School is full to its limit at the moment. Friends and parents are to decorate the mobile classrooms. Studies are to take place over the School joining an Academy Group with English Martyrs.

CAFOD:-       No report submitted.

SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES:-   The new P. P. C. Representatives will serve from 17th January 2012 and further help is still being sought for the new style communities.

GIFT DAY RESULT:-  £900 in so far, down on the same period last year, hopefully more to come.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS:-  The driveway wall is to be repaired. Accident report books are to be placed in the Church and Hall.

GARDENERS:-  Despite a complaint, the meeting  agreed the present gardeners are performing well within their remit.

CLOSING PRAYER;-         Father Anthony

Date and time of next meeting…… 17th January 2012 in the Hall meeting room.

