DIVINE INFANT OF PRAGUE - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
17TH NOVEMBER 2009
ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE CHAIR:-   
Thanks to Roundhill Flower Club and supporters for the 40 / 60 anniversary event. The Club has made a DVD of the event available. Council members were also thanked for their support. Special thanks to all who contributed to her son raising £320 by completing the Great North Run.

MATTERS ARISING FROM LAST YEARS MINUTES:- 
New Finance Committee working well, Parish funds now stand at £44,000. 
19 children in Holy Communion Preparation. 
Sileby have completed a new Parish Pastoral Plan.

REPORTS FROM PARISH GROUPS

Small Christian Communities:-
Two SCC’s, West Syston and Thurmaston. West Syston ( St. Francis Xavier ) prospering and helping Thurmaston in early establishment. Experience has shown that an SCC requires 3 rotating venues and 3 core members. Prospective Catholic converts to attend  West Syston SCC to find out what Catholicism is about.

Faith Sharing: 
The joint service at the Divine infant was well attended, the one at SS Peter & Paul was poorly attended.

Carols / Carolling will take place on 21st Dec., a notice of the 3 Church services will placed in the Syston News. 

Lent Lunches raised £3430 for LOROS and Christian Aid £2861.Christian Aid week 2010 from 8th May. Volunteers needed for the coffee morning 15th May Methodist Centre. Lent course 2010 volunteers needed. 4 Sundays between Easter and Ascension 2010 will be 1st Communion Sunday’s. The celebration will be on the feast of  St Anthony.

Planning and Communication:-  
Parish Pastoral Plan is concluded and a realistic framework for the next plan is being considered probably based on Sileby’s new plan. Parish Structures no change. Evangelisation through strong links with other churches, Lent courses and joint services. 
Lent course in 2009, based on “Chocolat” very Successful.

Social Justice support for CAFOD only. 
Faith Sharing Childrens Liturgy very popular, more volunteers needed. First Communion / Baptisms Record number in 2010. New leader required for Baptisms. Communications Web set up to date and being visited, notice boards up to date and easel in use.  Liturgy & Prayer more readers required. Youth No group yet formed. Some youth from Children’s Liturgy involved in flower arrangements for the Flower Festival. Fun Day After much work very successful. Chairs of  PPC’s to get involved in follow up meetings, majoring on Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments. A booklet to be produced in Q & A style on Liturgy and aspects of the Mass.

Liturgy & Prayer:- 
Holy Souls Mass was very Popular, may become annual event. Possibility of another Readers Day with the Sileby Group. More Readers are required. A consideration is being given to individual prayer requests being included in the Bidding prayers at Mass, possibly starting in Advent.

Children’s Liturgy:- 
About 25 / 30 children each Sunday mostly under 10 yrs. More volunteers are needed to run the Liturgy. The older children are designing a display for Christmas as they did for Easter. More resources will be purchased from the profits of after Mass sales of refreshments.

Buildings & Maintenance:-  
Church has been redecorated and with new lighting. The Hall extension with meeting room and new toilet block is in progress,  ( cost £51000app ) start spring 2010.Essential maintenance needed on outside of Church due to some damage to facias and guttering by vandals. Possible Church boiler replacement in 2010.

Hall Management:- 
 Hall account £10211 in balance. 42 individual booking in the year as well as regular users.

Blood Donor Assc. Using Hall twice per year. Old chairs replaced with a further 80 new ones. Damaged windows repaired and part redecoration. The Hall made donations of £250 to Intercare and CAFOD.

Finance:-  
Full report not available. Gift Aid now 45 boxes and 14 standing orders. Appeals annually at Syston and Rearsby Convent. Tax rebate from Inland Revenue 2008/9 was £4230.

School Governors:- 
There have been a few staff changes in the year. Both OFSTED and RE Diocesan inspections have rated the school as outstanding. The School is focusing on Science and writing in English as Syston and Thurmaston are rated by the local  authority as causing concern in communication, literacy and language. Reception pupils at the school are way below average but have shown good progress through the school. There were 89 applicants for 47 places this year. All places were taken by Catholic or other practice religious children. There have been several bereavements and illnesses among  relatives of the staff and pupils this year. These have been dealt with by all at the school in a caring and sensitive way. There Have been two governor changes this year.

60th ANNIVERSARY MASS:-  7pm. 26th November, buffet afterwards.

GIFT DAY:-  15TH November, 57 donations so far.

BAZAAR:- Future to be considered by Parish Council.
